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crops due to floods3 hail, and blight, resulting in the desertion of many villages. In 1833-4 the autumn rains failed and a part of the spring-crop area was left unsown. Grain was imported by Government from Chhattisgarh. The winter rains were excessive in 1854-5, and the spring crops were totally destroyed by rust. In 1868 the monsoon failed in August, and the year's rainfall was only about half the normal, but a heavy storm in September saved a portion of the crops. Distress was not severe in Seoni, and the people made great use of forest produce. From 1893 to 1895 the winter rains were abnormally heavy and the spring crops were damaged by rust; and this was followed in 1895 and 1896 by early cessation of the rains. In the former year the autumn crops failed partially, and in the latter year completely, while in 1896 a considerable portion of the spring-crop area could not be sown owing to the dryness of the land. There was severe famine during the year 1897, when 44 lakhs was expended on relief, the numbers relieved rising to 19,000, or 5 per cent, of the population, in September. In 1899-1900 Seoni had a very bad autumn harvest and a moderate spring harvest. The distress was considerable but not acute, the numbers on relief rising to 45,000, or 12 per cent, of the population, and the total expenditure being 6-6 lakhs.
The Deputy-Commissioner is aided by one Extra-Assistant Commissioner. For administrative purposes the District is divided into two tahsllS) each of which has a tahsildar and a naib-         . .
tahslldar.   The District staff includes a Forest officer,   Admmistratlon-but public works are in charge of the Executive Engineer of Jubbul-pore.
The civil judicial staff consists of a District and a Subordinate Judge, and a Munsif at each tahsil. The Divisional and Sessions Judge of the Jubbulpore Division has jurisdiction in Seoni. The crime of th'e District is light.
Neither the Gond nor Maratha governments recognized any kind of right in land, and the cultivators were protected only by the strong custom enjoining hereditary tenure. The rule of the Gonds was never oppressive, but the policy of the Marathas was latterly directed to the extortion of the largest possible revenue. Rents were generally collected direct, and leases of villages were granted only for very short terms. The measure, however, which contributed most largely towards the impoverishment of the country was the levy of the revenue before the crops on which it was charged could be cut and sold. In 1810, eight years before coming under British rule, it was reported that Seoni had paid a revenue of more than three lakhs; but in the interval the exactions of the last Maratha ruler, Appa Sahib, and the depredations of the Pindaris, had caused the annual realizations to shrink to less
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